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PERIOD TO REQUEST A BALLOT-BY-MAIL FOR THE UPCOMING ELECTION BEGINS

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Houston, TX – The period to request a ballot-by-mail for the upcoming election begins Fri. Sept. 9 and runs through Tues. Nov. 1. To qualify to vote by mail a voter must be one of the following:  65 years or older, disabled, out of the county on Election Day and during the period for early voting by personal appearance, or confined in jail, but otherwise eligible. 

“Qualified voters who use the postal service to submit petitions to vote by mail should send their requests as soon as possible to ensure timely delivery”, said County Clerk Stan Stanart, the chief election officer of the county, noting that Texas law provides that all ballot-by-mail applications must be received by the County Clerk’s office by the deadline. 

[image: ]According to Stanart approximately 95 percent of the mail ballot applications the County Clerk’s office receives arrive via the U. S. Postal Service. In all, the election code provides that ballot-by-mail requests may be submitted by mail or common or contract carrier, facsimile machine or delivered in person prior to the start of the early voting by personal appearance.  

[image: ]A ballot-by-mail application may be obtained by calling 713-755-3150. Applications may also be downloaded from the County Clerk’s election web page, www.harrisvotes.com (click voting information). The application may be completed on-line. However, it cannot be submitted electronically. The completed application must be printed and then sent to the County Clerk’s office using one of the options provided by law: 

· Mail to: Harris County Clerk, PO Box 1148, Houston, TX 77251-							1148
· Deliver to: Harris County Clerk, Administration Building, 1001                                        					Preston, 4th Floor, Suite 440, Houston, TX 77002
· Fax to: 713-755-4983 or 713-437-8683

All ballot-by-mail applications must include an original signature.

For more information about the ballot-by-mail process, please call 713-755-3150. 
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