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Joint Run-Off Election this Saturday, December 8th, to determine a fifth of Houston’s Council and one HISD position

HOUSTON – December 6, 2007 – A fifth of the positions on the Houston city council will be decided Saturday, December 8th, as voters go to the polls to cast ballots in the Joint Runoff election. Voters will also determine a winner in the Houston ISD Trustee District II contest. Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

“In this Houston election, an expected light turnout will make every vote even more significant than normal”, said Harris County Clerk Beverly Kaufman, the chief elections officer of the County.  As of the end of Early Voting in person, nearly 10,644 had voted. Of those voters, nearly thirty-five percent had done so by mail. In a similar runoff election in June of this year less than three-percent (24,865) of Houston’s registered voters (908,313) decided a citywide position on the city council. In that election almost fifty-two percent of the votes were cast early, by personal appearance or mail.

For this election, all registered voters within Houston's political boundaries can expect to find, at minimum, the Houston City Council At-Large Position 5 contest on their ballot. Aside from the at-large race, other city voters residing in Houston single-member districts D or E will find one of those elections on their ballot. City voters within HISD Trustee District II will also find two elections on their ballot. And few voters that reside in HISD Trustee District II, but outside the city boundaries will only have the school district election on their ballot.

County Clerk Kaufman reminds voters that they must vote at their precinct where they are registered to vote on Election Day. Voters are encouraged to take their voter registration card and other identification to the polls. Those voters who will be voting for the first time and who registered by mail will need to bring additional identification besides their voter registration certificate, such as a Texas Driver’s License, passport, state identification, or government correspondence verifying the name and address of the voter. Run-Off elections are held in certain jurisdictions, if no candidate for a particular office receives the vote necessary to be elected in an election requiring a majority vote. Any qualified registered voter that resides within the political jurisdictions on the ballot is eligible to vote.

There will be approximately 350 polling locations for this election. Voters are strongly encouraged to find out the location of their poll prior to going to vote. For information pertaining to Election Day polling locations, voters may call 713.755.6965 or visit the newly redesigned Harris County Clerk Elections website, www.harrisvotes.com. To check on voter registration status, voters should call the Voter Registrar at 713-368-2200.
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