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County Clerk to refer questionable voting cases to District Attorney

Houston, TX- Harris County Clerk Beverly Kaufman will provide the Harris County District Attorney’s office today copies of the Democratic and Republican poll books that show 1147 names of individuals that may have voted illegally or unlawfully participated in both primaries in the March 4th Elections.

“Texas law prohibits individuals from voting twice in an election, as well participating in both the Republican and Democratic primaries during the same election cycle. In most elections, there are less than a handful of such cases. In this election, there appears to be a significant number that may call for further investigation,” said Harris County Clerk Beverly Kaufman, the chief elections officer of the County.

According to the County Clerk, during the Primary Elections 389 individuals may have voted illegally by voting in person during the Early Voting Period and also on Election Day. In those instances, 378 occurred in the Democratic Primary and seven in the Republican Primary. Four voters voted early by mail in the Republican primary and then voted in the Democratic Primary on Election Day. Under section 64.012 of the Texas Election Code on ILLEGAL VOTING, A person commits an offense if the person: knowingly votes or attempts to vote more than once: An offense under this section is a felony of the third degree. A person found to have committed a third degree felony may face 2 to 10 years in prison and a fine of up to $10,000. In the case a person is convicted of attempting to vote twice, the offense is a Class A misdemeanor. The person may face up to 1 year in the County jail and/or a fine up to $4,000.

Also, according the County Clerk, 758 individuals may have participated in both the Democratic and Republican Primaries. Of those instances, most occurred on Election Day.  Section 162.014 of the Election Code stipulates that UNLAWFUL PARTICIPATION IN PARTY AFFAIRS occurs if a person knowingly votes or attempts to vote in a primary election or participates or attempts to participate in a convention of a party after having voted in a primary election or participated in a convention of another party during the same voting year. A person found to have committed a Class C misdemeanor may be fined up to $500. 
MEDIA ADVISORY
WHO:

Beverly Kaufman, Harris County Clerk
WHAT: 
Delivery copies of poll books to the Harris County District Attorney that show 


names of voters that may have voted illegally or unlawfully participated in the 


March 4th Primary Elections

WHEN:
10:30 a.m., Tuesday, March 25, 2008 
WHERE:
Harris County Administration Building, at 1001 Preston, 4th Floor
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